
During times of disaster it may be necessary to evacuate.  If it is necessary to leave your home, take your pets with you.  If it’s unsafe for you, it’s just as unsafe for your pets.  In addition to your own evacuation plan, have a plan for your pet.  Even if you think you may be gone only a day or two, it could be a week or more.

The Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act) requires local and state emergency preparedness authorities to include in their evacuation plans how they will accommodate household pets and service animals in the event of a major disaster. Local and state authorities must submit these plans in order to qualify for grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  But be aware that not all communities offer pet friendly evacuation shelters.  

· Have a pet carrier ready along with leash, collar, and tags.  Use a pillowcase to carry your cat. Include portable fencing.

· Make sure all of your pets have identification tags, which includes your phone number and another out of area phone number.

· Keep health certificate, shot records, and a photo of your pet with you.  Have their medications in a portable bag to bring with you.

· Many emergency shelters will not accept your pets, but with legislation passed after Hurricane Katrina most cities have installed at least one shelter that will accept you with your pets.  In case one is not available, keep the contact information of family members, friends or boarding facilities who are out of the area and are willing to care for your pet.

· Keep a list of phone numbers for hotels who will accept pets.  Information about pet-friendly lodging can be found at:  http://www.petswelcome.com or http://www.bringfido.com   

· Have no spill water and fool bowls handy along with a supply of food and water and plastic bags, paper towels and disinfectant spray.

· Know your pet’s hiding places so you can find them in an emergency

· In the event of fire, get your pet to the vet as quickly as possible because smoke inhalation may occur in a matter of minutes.

If you must leave your pets behind: 

· Inform animal rescue workers of your pets’ status: On your front door or in a highly visible window, use chalk, paint or marker to write the number and types of pets in your residence. Include their location in your home and the date that you evacuated. 

· Leave plenty of water in a large, open container that cannot be tipped over. 

· Leave plenty of food in timed feeders to prevent your pet from overeating. 

· Do not crate or tie your cat or dog but make sure your bird cage is fastened securely and that aquariums are on a low table where they can’t be knocked over

For information regarding disaster preparedness in all sorts of situations, visit www.72hours.org


